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EYFS KS1 KS2 

Owls YR 
ELGs       ULS (Phonics)      
Development Matters  

Kites Y1 Kites Y2 Hawks Y3/4 Eagles Y5/6 
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Say a sound for each letter in the 
alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.  
 
Learn the correct phoneme for phase 2 
& 3 graphemes.   
Phase 2: s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h 
b f ff l ll ss. 
Phase 3: j v w x y z zz qu ch sh th 
(voiced & unvoiced) ng ai ee igh oa oo 
or ar ur ow oi ear air ure er.  
 
Read individual letters by saying the 
sounds for them. 
Blend known sounds into short words of 
known letter-sound correspondences.  
Read from left to right and top to 
bottom.  
 
Read words consistent with phonic 
knowledge decoding words by sound-
blending.  
 
Phonics is the sole route to decoding. 
Read words with ‘-s’ endings. 
Read words ending in ‘ing’ where the 
root word is unchanged. 
Read words containing digraphs & 
trigraphs. 
Read CVCC & CCVC words (by blending 
adjacent consonant graphemes taught 
in phase 2). 
Read words ending in ‘-ed’ where the 
root word is unchanged.    
Read further words ending in ‘-ing’ 
where the root word is unchanged. 
Read CVCC & CCVC words (by blending 
graphemes taught in phase 3). 
Read, by blending, polysyllabic CVCC & 
CCVC words.  
Read, by blending, CCVCC & polysyllabic 
CCVCC words. 
Read, by blending, polysyllabic CCCVCC 
words.  

To revise and consolidate the GPCs and the 
common exception words taught in 
reception year. 
 
To apply phonic knowledge and skills as the 
route to decode words.  
 
To respond speedily, with the correct 
sound to graphemes for all 40+ phonemes 
including, where appropriate, alternative 
sounds for graphemes.  
 
To read accurately by blending sounds in 
unfamiliar words containing GPCs that 
have been taught. To read words (including 
those of more than one syllable) containing 
taught GPCs.  
 
To build on the root words that they can 
read already and read words containing -s, 
-es, -ing, -ed, er and -est endings.  
 
To read words with contractions, e.g. I’m, 
I’ll and we’ll and understand that the 
apostrophe represents the omitted 
letter(s) 

To revise and consolidate the GPCs and the 
common exception words taught in Year 1. 
 
To continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills 
as the route to decode words until automatic 
decoding has become embedded and reading is 
fluent.  
 
To read accurately by blending the sounds in 
words that contain the graphemes taught so far, 
especially recognising alternative sounds for 
graphemes.  
 
To accurately read words of two or more 
syllables that contain the same graphemes as 
above 

 
To be taught how to read suffixes by building on 
the root words that they can read already. The 
whole suffix should be taught as well as the 
letters that make it up. 

 
To read most words containing common suffixes. 

 
To be shown syllable boundaries and how to read 
each syllable separately before combining them 
to read the word 

To use phonic knowledge to decode quickly and accurately. 
 

To read most words fluently and attempt to decode any unfamiliar 
words with increasing speed and skill. To apply knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes/word endings to read aloud fluently.  
 
 

(When reading longer words, children should attempt to match 
what they decode to words they may have already heard but may 
not have seen in print (for example, in reading ‘technical’ the 
pronunciation ‘tetchnical’ might not sound familiar, but ‘teknical’ 
should.) 
 
To apply their growing knowledge of root words and prefixes 
including in-, im-, il-, ir-, dis-, mis-, un-, re-, sub-, inter-, super- , 
anti- and auto- (etymology and morphology) to read and 
understand new words.  

 
To apply their growing knowledge of root words and suffixes/word 
endings including -ation, -ly, -ous, -ture, -sure, - sion, -tion, -ssion 
and -cian (etymology and morphology) to read and understand 
new words. 

To read most words fluently and attempt to decode any 
unfamiliar words with increasing speed and skill, recognising their 
meaning through contextual clues e.g. to work out the correct 
pronunciation of homophones using the context of the sentence.  
 
To apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes, 
suffixes, and word endings (etymology and morphology) including 
-sion, tion, -cial, -tial, -ant/ - ance/ -ancy, -ent/ -ence/ -ency, -
able/- ably, and -ible/-ibly to read and understand new words. 

 
To use their growing knowledge of etymology and morphology to 
read and understand new words. 
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Read aloud simple sentences that are 
consistent with phonic knowledge, 
including some CEWs. 
 
Read simple phrases and sentences 
made up of words with known letter-
sound correspondences &, where 
necessary, a few exception words. 
 
Read CEWs ‘on sight’, noting parts 
which cannot be sounded in the usual 
way. 
Phase 2: the to into no I go 
Phase 3:  me we be he she was you they 
all are my her  
Phase 4: said have like so do some come 
were there little one when out what. 

To read most Year 1 common exception 
words, noting unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound where these 
occur in the word. 

 
 

To read most Y1 and Y2 common exception 
words, noting unusual correspondences between 
spelling and sound and where these occur in the 
word. 

To read most Y3 and Y4 common exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound and where these 
occur in the word. 

To read most Y5 and Y6 common exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound and where these 
occur in the word. 
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Engage in storytimes. 
Listen to and join in with stories, 
rhymes, repeated refrains & poems. 
 
Show interest in environmental text, 
illustrations & words in printed/digital 
books (fiction & non-fiction). 
 
Ascribe meanings to marks seen. 
 
Recognise familiar words & signs (e.g. 
own name & others), advertising logos 
& screen icons. 
 
Begin to read aloud words and simple 
sentences consistent with phonics 
knowledge. 
 
Re-read books to build up confidence, 
fluency, understanding and enjoyment. 
Read and re-read books to develop 
fluency, prosody, understanding and 
satisfaction. 

To read and re-read books aloud, that are 
consistent with their developing phonic 
knowledge and knowledge of common 
exception words. 

 
To re-read to self-correct if meaning is lost 

To read aloud books (closely matched to their 
improving phonic knowledge), sounding out 
unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and 
without undue hesitation. 

 
To re-read these books to build fluency and 
confidence in word reading. 

 
To read most words quickly and accurately and 
fluently without overt sounding and blending 

To read out loud confidently and accurately (approximately 100 
words correct per minute of an age appropriate text) responding 
to punctuation such as commas, inverted commas and 
apostrophes. 

To read out loud confidently and accurately (approximately 120 
words correct per minute of an age appropriate text) responding 
to the full range of punctuation and more complex grammatical 
structures. 
 
To read sufficiently fluently to manage the general demands of 

the Year 7 curriculum across all subjects. 
 
To read aloud a wide range of poetry and books written at an age-
appropriate interest level with accuracy and at a reasonable 
speaking pace. 
 
To work out how to pronounce unfamiliar written words with 
increasing automaticity. 
 
To ask for help in pronouncing and word and determining its 
meaning if the pronounciation seems unfamiliar. 
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 EYFS KS1 KS2 

 Owls Year 1 Year 2 Hawks Y3/4 Eagles Y5/6 
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Show interest in 
environmental text, 
illustrations & words 
in printed/digital 
books.. 

 
Look at books 
independently. 
 
Engage in non-fiction 
books. 
 
Develop reading for 
pleasure by looking at 
books independently. 
 
Listen to and talk 
about a selected non-
fiction. 
 

 
 

To listen to and discuss a wide range 
of stories, poems and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at which they can 
read independently. 

 
To become very familiar with key 
stories, fairy stories and traditional 
tales, retelling them and considering 
their particular characteristics (e.g.to 
know the voice telling the story is 
called the narrator). 

 
To recognise and join in with 
predictable phrases. 

 
To learn to appreciate rhymes and 
poems, reciting some by heart. 

 
To be able to tell the difference 
between fiction and non-fiction. 

To listen to, discuss and express 
views about a wide range of 
diverse poetry, stories and non-
fiction at a level beyond that at 
which they can read 
independently. 
 
To become increasingly familiar 
with and re-tell a wider range of 
stories, fairy stories and traditional 
tales. 
 
To continue to build up a repertoire 
of poems learned by heart, 
appreciating these and reciting 
some with appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning clear. 
 
To explain differences between 
fiction and non-fiction. E.g. To 
understand that books can be used 
to find things out. 
 
To be introduced to non-fiction 
books that are structured in 
different ways. 

To listen to a wide range of diverse poetry, fiction, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks including whole books and not just extracts. 
 
To increase familiarity with a wide range of different narrative genres, including 
fairy stories, myths and legends and retell some of these orally.  
 
To recognise some different forms of poetry (for example free verse, narrative 
poetry) 
 
To prepare some poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action.  
 
To be able to use non-fiction texts, knowing what information they need to look 
for before they begin and using a range of organisational features such as content 
pages and indexes, labels, diagrams and charts to locate, retrieve and record 
information.  
 
To read books that are structured in different ways and to read for a range of 
purposes. 

To continue to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of diverse poetry, fiction, 
plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks including whole books and not just 
extracts. 

 
To increase familiarity with a wider range of books, including myths, legends, and 
traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage and books from 
other cultures and traditions. 
 
To learn a wider range of poetry by heart. 

 
To retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction. 
 
To distinguish between statements of fact and opinion. 

A
ctivatin

g P
rio

r K
n

o
w

led
ge

 

Sound discrimination, 
phonological 
awareness, rhyme, 
oral blending and 
segmenting (phase 1 
aspects of phonics 
programme) continue 
throughout the 
Reception year. 

 
Understand what is 
happening with the 
help of the pictures. 
 
Understand the five 
keys concepts about 
print:  
-it carries meaning. 
-it has different 
purposes. 
-English text is read 
from left to right and 
top to bottom. 
-names of book parts. 
-page sequencing. 

To be encouraged to link what they 
read or hear to their own 
experiences, e.g. to look at part of 
text e.g. title/chapter 
heading/picture on front cover and 
be able to explain what it makes 
them think of e.g. “This reminds me 
of...” “This makes me think of...” 
 
To draw on what they already know 
or on background information and 
vocabulary provided by the teacher  
 

 

To draw on what they already 
know or on background 
information and vocabulary 
provided by the teacher E.g. to be 
able to explain what they 
know/have learned about the 
topic. 

To draw on what they already know or on background information and 
vocabulary provided by the teacher 

To draw on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary 
provided by the teacher 
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Use and 
understand 
recently 
introduced 
vocabulary during 
discussions about 
stories, non-
fiction, rhymes, 
poems and during 
role-play. 
 
 

To discuss word meanings, linking 
new meanings to those already 
known 

To discuss and clarify the meanings 
of words, linking new meanings to 
known vocabulary 

 
To use morphology (such as 
prefixes) &context to work out 
unknown words. 

To use dictionaries and glossaries to check meaning of words they have read 

 
To work out and explain the meaning of words in context 

To discuss their understanding and explore the meaning of words in context 

 
To use the glossary on the Knowledge Organiser to learn specialist vocabulary which is 
relevant to the theme they are understanding 

 
To build up their knowledge of the meaning of Tier Two words as well as how to spell 
them 

P
red

ictin
g 

Anticipating – where 
appropriate – key 
events in stories. 

 
Offer explanations for 
why things might 
happen, making use 
of recently 
introduced 
vocabulary from 
stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems 
when appropriate. 

To predict what might happen on the 
basis of what has been read so far 

To predict what might happen on 
the basis of what has been read so 
far 

To predict what might happen from details stated and implied. To predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 

 

To make predictions about the characters 
 
To predict events and endings 
 
To justify predictions with evidence from the text. 

Q
u

e
stio

n
in

g 

Understand simple 
questions, two-part 
questions, ‘why’ 
questions. 
 
Ask questions to find 
out more & to check 
own understanding. 

To ask and answer questions 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To ask and answer questions To ask questions to improve understanding of a text To ask questions to improve understanding of a text 

 EYFS KS1 KS2 

 OWLS Kites Year 1 Kites Year 2 Hawks Y3/4 Eagles Y5/6 

Su
m

m
arisin

g 

Demonstrate 
understanding of 
what has been read 
to them by retelling 
stories and narratives 
using their own words 
and recently 
introduced 
vocabulary. 

To discuss significance of title and 
events 

To discuss the sequence of events 
in books and how items of 
information are related 
 
 

To identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarise 
these 
 
To recognise the introduction, build-up, climax or conflict and resolution in 
narrative 

To identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details 
that support the main ideas 
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Use and understand 
recently introduced 
vocabulary during 
discussions about 
stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems 
and during role play. 
 
Express a point of 
view and debate 
when they disagree 
with an adult or a 
friend, using words as 
well as actions. 
 
 

To participate in discussion about 
what is read to them, taking turns 
and listening to what others say 
 
Help develop, agree on and evaluate 
the rules for effective discussion.  
There is an expectation that all pupils 
take part 

To participate in discussion, explain 
and discuss their understanding of 
books, poems and other works that 
are read to them and those which 
they read themselves, taking turns 
and listening to what others say 
 
To discuss favourite words and 
phrases 
 
Pupils should be helped to consider 
the opinions of others.  They should 
receive feedback on their 
discussions. 

 

Help develop, agree on and 
evaluate the rules for effective 
discussion.  There is an expectation 
that all pupils take part. 

To participate in discussion, explain and discuss their understanding of books, 
poems and other works that are read to them and those which they read 
themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say 
 
Help develop, agree on and evaluate the rules for effective discussion.  There is an 
expectation that all pupils take part. 
 
Pupils should be helped to consider the opinions of others.  They should receive 
feedback on their discussions 

To participate in discussion about books that are read to them and those which they 
read themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views 
courteously. 

  
To recommend books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their 
choices 
 
To make comparisons within and across books 
 
To compare settings, themes and other aspects of what read 
 
To explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through 
formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes 
where necessary 
 
To provide reasoned justifications for their views 
 
Pupils should be helped to consider the opinions of others.  They should receive 
feedback on their discussions 
 
Help develop, agree on and evaluate the rules for effective discussion.  There is an 
expectation that all pupils take part. 
 

 

A
u
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n
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Begin to be aware of 
the way in which 
stories are structured. 

To begin to understand how written 
language can be structured in order, 
for example, to build surprise in 
narrative or to present facts in non-
fiction 

To recognise simple recurring 
literary language in stories and 
poetry e.g. “All fairy tales start with 
Once Upon a Time...”or “I’ll huff 
and I’ll puff” 

To identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books. e.g.bullying, use of 
headings and sub-headings in non-fiction 
 
To identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 
 
 
To discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination. 

E.g.  “the word crept is used to build tension.  It lets you know that he is trying to 
be quiet but also that he was going slowly because he did not want to be caught.” 

To identify and discuss themes/conventions in a wide range of books .e.g.heroism or 
loss/ firstperson in autobiographies. 
 
To identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 
 
To discuss how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the 
impact on the reader 

 

In
fere

n
ce

 

Demonstrate 
understanding of 
what has been read 
to them by retelling 
stories and narratives 
using their own words 
and recently 
introduced 
vocabulary. 
 
Suggest how a story 
might end. 

To make inferences on the basis of 
what is being said and done 
 
Role play can help pupils identify with 
and explore characters. 

To make inferences on the basis of 
what is being said and done 
 
Role-play and drama techniques 
can help pupils to identify with and 
explore characters.   
 
To think about cause and effect in 
both narrative and non-fiction 
(e.g.what has prompted a 
character’s behaviour in a story; 
why certain dates are 
commemorated annually.) 

To draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions and justifying inferences with evidence. 

To draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 
their actions and justifying inferences with evidence. 

 


